On! OF THE IMMEDIATE FROB-
lems the mayor foes is finding a
place where the families of more than
5, 000 victims can come o get comort
and information. Governor Pataki offers
him the Maonal Guard Aroeory on
Lexington Averiae, The mayor spends
hours there on Thursday, comforting
family members of wictims like 23-
year-cdd Brooke Tackman Three moniths
carlier Jackrnan had started working
as an assistant wrader for Cantor Fitz-
gerald on the 104th floor of the north
vorwer at the World Trade Center. She's
mikssing, along with hundreds of other
Cantor Firzgerald employees

Monw her famibly gathers around a
rabbe a0 the arroory and holds hands in
a circke with the mayor T don't think
the ciry realizes yer whan it's godng
throsgh,” he ells thern. “Fifteen min-
wtess before the collapse, | was sand-
ing in front of tee World Financial
Coerter with tlee fipe deparmiment's wanm,
running the evacuation, We beft to go
tor the command post. [ took the fire
commbsaloner with me and lefi his
deputy there. He's dead novw The fire
commdssioner and T are alive We left
the department’s priest there and he
said he'd pray for us, thar he abways
prays for us. He's dead now too,”

Az the Jackman family leaves, the
mayor removes his glasses and rubs
his eyes. He has barely slept since
Tuesday “The pain is just immense,”
hee sarys. “The pain is unbelievable. And
ey yoou kmonw what the worst part is?
These pecple are going to live with
this thse resr of thelr Hves.”



